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An Abridgment of every Thing Materia/, and all the E/- 
feys worth Reading, in the Weekly Papers ; the fronge@ 
Arguments on each Side of the Queftion, in all Difputes 
of a Publick Nature, placed in a fair and impartial Light; 
with feveral Original Compofftions in Profe and Verfe, ° 

An Account of Foreign Affairs and Domeffick Occurrences, 
in a much clearer Sti/e and Maaner than any News-Pa- 
per. A Lift of Deaths, Marriages, and Preferments. 
An Account of the moft Remarkab/e Books Publithed A- 


broad. 


A Catalogue of all Books and Pamphlets Pub- 


lithed at Home, with fort Refleétions upon fuch as de- 


ferve it. 


The Price of Stocks, Goods, andGrain; the 


Courfe of Exchange, and Bill of Mortality. 

In a Word, laying before the READER, at One View, (for 
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ceedings and Debates in the 
late Scion of Parliament. 

I}, The Speeches of Sir Wm. 
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Nl. The Conftzutional Inde- 
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the Levi/Jaiure. 

IV. A Prince, who aims at Def- 
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VII. Foreign Affairs, and Po- 
litical Reflections, ' 

IX. Deineftick Occurrences, 
and the Drone’s Colle&ion, 
X. An Account of the Conqueft 
of Sicz/y, and of a Battle 

fought in /ta/y, 

XI, Miicellany-Poems, Songs, 
Se. 

XII, Advice to a certain Per- 
Jon who pretends to judge of 
Wit and Eloquence. 

XIII. Contentmert. 

XIV. Ned Weal:hy’s lat Will 
and Telfament. 

XV. Advice to a Painter who 
was to draw a Lady’s Lap- 
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NUMBER LXXXL 
‘Among other Curious PARTICULARS, contains, 


I, A Continuation of the Proceedings and Debates in 
the laft Seffion of Par----t, with the Original Speeches 
on the moft Remarkable Occafions. 

II. The Speeches of Mr. P---ey, and Hor----ce 
W---Ie, E{q; for and again? the PLACE-BILL. 

Ill. The Importance of the Freedom and Indepen- 
dency of Parliaments. 

IV. A Copy of Verfes by Timothy Scrubb, Efqs 

V. Obfervations made by a Gentleman, while he 
herded among the Malecontents. 

VL. The Wickednefs of rendering a good Govern- 
ment fufpected by the People. 

VII. Foreign Affairs, and Political Refleétions: 

VIL. Domeftick Occurrences, and the Drone’s Col- 
Jettion. 

IX. The State of Literature in Foreign Parts. 

X. Mifcellany-Poems, Songs, &?c. 

XI. Stanza’s on Sir Robert Walpole’s Birth-Day. Ver- 
fes occafioned by fome late Scurrilous Libels. On 
the D. of Berwick’s Death, and Marfhal D’ As 
jfeidt’s Promotion. On a Difappointment, Som- 
nium. Lhe School-Mafter {chool’d, or a Boy faved 

from half a Whipping. 
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A Continuation of the Proceedings and Debates in the late 
Seffion of Parliament. 


E concluded our laff Account of the Proceed- 
ings of the H——e of C——ns with Mr. 
Pul——-y’s ~ 93 in favour of the Place-Bill : 
When Mir. Pul-—ey had done /peaking, Sit 
~sene ge frood up in his Place, and (poke to this 





Mr. Si —mmmeme 7", 
‘< J Have, I think, Sir, given all pof- 
““ ff fible Attention to every Gen- Sir W--m Y---ge’s 
** tleman, who has fpoke in this De- Speech. 
bate, and for my own Fart, I muft 
fay, I cannot difcover, that there is any Neceffity, at 
prefent, for the Bill now propofed to be committed : 
Tis true, that fuch Bills have been often brought =" 
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« and have fometimes been paffed in this Houfe, particu. 
«< Jarly in the Reign of the late King Vs//iam ; and, as! 
“ was but t’other Day reading the Hiftory of that Reiga 
‘* in a Book lately publifhed, I thall repeat, as far as my 
«© Memory ferves, the Account the Hiftorian gives of: 
« Bill of this Nature, and of thofe who then brought it 
“ in : He fays, the Perfons, who were then the Bringers in 
“ and Supporters of that Bill, were either fuch as thought 
“ they had not been fufficiently rewarded for the Services 
‘ they had done in affifting to bring about the Revolut- 
‘«< tion, or fuch who were, and always had been real Ene. 
<< mies to the Revolution,’ both which Parties joined in 
bringing that Bill in, and getting it paffed, in order to 
‘< diftrefs the Meafures of that Glorious King, and to clog 
‘* the Wheels of his Government. 

« This, Sir, is the Account the Hiftorian gives of 2 
« Bill of this Nature, brought into this Houfe at that 
« Time: I am far from throwing the fame Imputation 
«« upon the Gentlemen who are the Supporters of the Bill 
“now before us; I hope they att from quite different 
Principles ; but the attempting to make fuch Alterati- 
ons in our Conftitution, when there is no apparent Ne- 
ceffity for it, does give fome fort of Ground for fuf- 
pecting, that thofe who make fuch Attempts, are influ- 
enced by Motives different from thofe that are openly 
avowed: AsI, Sir, can fee no manner of Reafon for 
making, at prefent, fuch an Alteration in our Coniftitu- 
tion, as that of excluding from Seats in Parliament all, 
or at leafi the greateft part of thofe who enjoy any O!- 
fice, Civil or Military, under the Crown ; I cannot 
therefore fee any Neceflity for the Bill now before ws ; 
and if the only View now be to exclude two or three 
Clerks in Offices from Seats ia Parliament, I muft think, 
that neither our Conftitution, nor the Freedom of Pat- 
liament, can be in any Danger from three or four Per- 
fons having Seats in this Houfe, let their Dependance 
oe never fo great, or never fo fervile ; and therefore, I 
do not think it worth while to take up the Time of this 
Houfe in pafling any Bill for fuch a Purpofe, or in g0- 
ing into a Committee upon any fuch Bill, for which 


** Reafon I thall be againft your Queftion ? 


«<< 
ac 
“ 
«c 
é< 
<e 
«sé 
«ac 
“c 
4% 
& 
74 
<< 
«<¢ 
“6 
ae 
e 
a. 
<< 


«4% 


H—J 


+4 ve 
Re! Fa oS eee Ned 
eae ees fs lay alia ee 
Rites eet ce S55 
SOE STS 


ae ae ome 


F pes er 
Bergh sine TyAEc et 


4 eA SOEs 


AS ss ae ah 
rath se 









8) 


rticu 


ast | 
.ciga : 


RF ji 
Smy |e 


of a 
ht it 
rs in 


‘ices 
uti. 
ine. 
1 in 


ee 


we 
5° 
5 
ae’: 
is 
4 


Te 


mt 


ight 


oa % 





2B eg eS 
ay > ee o ay aie 
ae Me 


Vr. P 


ae ene 





a 


“Univer fal Weekly Pamphlet. 127 


H—y P—m. ‘*1¥ do not ftand up, 
m’s “ Sir, to trouble you with any Ar- 





Speech. “ guments againft the Commitment of 
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‘ Man, who knows me, is ignorant of L—-- C—---gh’s 
‘ the many and the late Obligations I Speech. 


«« the Bill, other Gentlemen having be- 
fore fpoke fufficiently to that Point ; but, as Clerks and 
Deputies in Ojfices have been mentioned, I ftand up to 
{peak for one, whofe Modefty will not allow him to 
fpeak for Himfelf. I have the Honour, Sir, to be in 
an Office which is certainly very lucrative, as well as2 
Place of great Truft, pa the Gentleman, who is my 
Deputy, is a Member of this Houfe, unknown to many 
Gentlemen in the Houfe, and beloved, I believe, by all 
that know him: It is well known, that the Security he 
gives for the faithful Performance of his Duty in that 
Office is very confiderable ; it isfuch as, Iam fure, muft 


‘ free him from all manner of Sufpicion among thofe he 
‘ reprefents; for no Man, who is capable of giving fo 


large Security, can be fufpeéted of any fuch fervile De- 
pendance as {ome Gentlemen have been pleafed to men- 
tion: it cannot be fuppofed, that fuch a Gentleman 
owes his daily Bread, or even the principal Part of 
his Subfiftence, to the Office he enjoys, or, that he 
would be guilty of fuch a heinous Crime, as that of be- 


‘ traying his Country in Parliament, for the fake of con- 
‘ tinuing in that Office. This, Sir, I thought it my Du- 


ty to mention ; but, as it is now fo late, [ will not give 
give you the Trouble of faying any-thing as to the Sub- 
yect now in Debate. 

L—d C—gh. ‘I believe, Sir, no 


owe to his Majefty, which I fhall 


‘ always be ready to acknowledge ; and I fhall endeavonr 


to take all Opportunities of fhewing my Gratitude for 
the Favours I have received. While I have the Honour 
to fit in this Houfe, I think I cannot fhew my Grati- 
tude to his Majefty better, than by performing my Du- 
ty towards thofe I reprefent, becaufe I always look- 
ed upon the Intereft of the King and the Intereft of 
the reople to be infeparable ; and therefore, as I think 


‘ the Bill now before us not only reafonable, but even 
‘neceff'ry for the Prefervation of our Conftitution, I 
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fhall give my Vote for our going into a Committee Up. 


** on it. 


ac 
ec 


«¢ 


‘* deration, 
ment for ou 


ce 


~& 


sc 


a 
**. 


cc 


es 


‘* all Gentlemen in Office 
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* the prefent Cafe, 
‘ afufficient Reafon for 


‘ noble Lord who fp 
‘I think, be to ey 


‘* lor Our agreeing or difj 


* without addi 


Mr. C—~--r of the E...... r. “It 


‘ has always been my Opinion, Sir, Sir R---t W..-le’s 


that we ought not to make any Al- Speech. 
terations in our Conftitution, but 
when there is an apparent Neceffity for doing fo; and 
it is certain, that the Time of this Houfe ought not to 
be taken up with contriving new Regulations, or paffin 
Bills, tor which there is no manner of Occafon. In 
[ have heard nothing that can in the 
of there being, at prefent, any Necef: 
now before us, which of itfelf is to me 
my giving my Vote againft the 
prefent Queftion ; but the Cafe of an honourable Gen- 
tleman mentioned early in the Debate, and what the 
oke laft has faid, istome, and mutt, 
ery Gentleman, a full Proof, that 
there is no Neceffity for the Bill now under our Conf. 
and is confequently an unanfwerable Argu- 
f not taking up the Time of the Houfe with 
going into a Committee upon this, or any fuch Bill ; 
for when we fee Gentlemen who are in Offices, Gen- 
tlemen who own their many Obligations to his Majefty, 
declaring their Opinion, and giving their Votes in this 
Houfe, with the fame Freedom that other Gentlemen 
do, it feems ftrange to lay it down as a Maxim, that 


$s act under a feryile Dependance 
upon the Crown. 


‘* As to Bulls of this Nature ha 
pofed, or even paffed in this Hou 


leaft convince me 
fity for the Bill 


ving been often pro- 
fe, it is no Argument 


greeing to it now: Every Pro- 
pofition Is anew Propofition as often as it is made in 


this Honfe, and is to be debated and confidered upon 
its own Merits only, wi 


thout any Regard to what is 
] patted ; for, what forme 
‘ have refufed to 


r Parliamen 
do, can be no Rule fo 


y Queftion muf 


ts have done, or 
rus; and as the 

depend upon what has 
ay Se againft it, I believe, 
ng any-thing further, I ma he pre- 
fent Queftion es that ine oe oe 
‘* As for Clerks and 
arg none fuch, who 
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are not fully entitled to fuch Seats by the Properties 
they poffefs ; and. their own private Fortunes mutt raife 
them as much above the Sufpicion of Corruption, or of 
a fervile Dependance, as any Gentleman in this Houfe 
can well be; there are none of them but have Fortunes 
of their own fufficient to fupport them as Gentlemen, 
and whoever is fo provided, cannot, trom his Circum- 
ftances, be fufpected of any fervile Dependance ; if there 
be any Ground for fuch a Sufpicion, it muft proceed 
from the Temper of the Mind, againit which there is 
no Fortune affluent enough for being a fufficient Guard, 
nor could the Law now propofed be of any Effect againit 
fuch \fen. 

‘* An honourable Gentleman fpake of Minifters having 
2 Houfe of Commons, even a Houfe of Lords, in their 
Pockets; I own this is Language I do not underftand - 
Gentlemen are in this Houfe at liberty to throw ont 
whatever their Imaginations may fuggeft ; but they cer- 
tainly ought to have fome Meaning in every-thing they 
fay. The honourable Gentleman talked too of wicked 
Minifters, and of impeaching criminal Muinifters; this, 
Sir, has often been talked of, but has yet appeared to 
be nothing but Words: If Iam the Minifter meant, I 
with with all my Heart they would begin; I am per- 
fuaded there are thofe who want not Inclination, and 
God forbid, I fhould fuppofe they wanted Abilities: If 
there were any probable Ground, if there were the leaft 
Foundation for impeaching any Minifter or Minifters, 
I am fully convinced it would be impoffible to withftand 
or evade fuch an Impeachment; at leaft, Iam fure I 
now fpeak in anAffembly where, were I guilty, I could 
not expe¢t to be acquitted, but while Iam innocent, I 
may, and I do depend ag it, that I never fhall be 


‘ condemned ; for this Reafon, I fay, I wifh that Gentle- 


men would begin ; but while they talk only of Impeach- 
ments, without proceeding any further, what they fay 
muft be looked on but as meer Words to amufe the 
Galleries, and embellifh their Speeches, 

7: s W. Mm, Ffq; «¢ In 

my Opinion, Sir, moft Gentlemen, Mr. W —— m’s 








‘ and particularly the honourable Gen- Specch. 


tleman who fpoke laft, have wan- 
cered very much from the Queftion in Debate: The 
' 5 - - . 
only Queftion now before us is, whether or no we fhall 
4 go 
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«< po into a Committee upon the Bill which has been now 
<< read a fecond Time to the Houfe? If the Bill be a ne. 
“ ceflary or a reafonable Bill, we certainly ought to go into 
<< a Committee upon it; and if it be neither reafonable 
‘< nor neceffary, it 18 as certain we ought not to proces! 
«« any further. 
“© As to its being a reafonable Bill, it has been objected, & 
<* that it would be injurious to the Crown, to excludeall v 
. 
7 











<< the Servants of the Crown from Seats: in Parliament ; 
“ but to this a full Anfwer has already been made, that 
“ there is no Defign to exclude all the Servants of the 
«© Crown; the only Defign is to exclude all thofe Servants 
*¢ of the Crown whofe Duty demands their Attendance 
‘“‘ elfewhere, or who, by the rlaces they enjoy, may rea- 
‘“* fonably be fuppofed to be under a fervile Dependance 
«© upon the Minifters of State: Where then is the Injury 
1) «« done to the.Crown, fince his Majefty may {ffill have 

‘<< moft of his principal Servants in this Houfe, and is till 
‘« at liberty to imploy whomfoever he thinks proper, 
‘either in a Military or a Civil Capacity ? 

«< It has been further faid, that this Bill would be an In- 
€* juftice done to the People, becaufe it would limit them 
“ in their Choice, and preclude them from chufing thole 
*“ whom they, perhaps, thought moft proper for repre- 
‘* fenting them in Parliament ; but, in my Opinion, Sir, | 
‘* it 1s doing a Favour to the People, to preclude them 
: from putting a Truft in thofe, who may; probably, bein- | 

duced to betray that Truft, by loading the People with 

- all the Taxes and Burdens which a wicked and de- 
‘« figning Minifter may propofe: This, Sir, will be a real 
Favour to the People, and a Favour which they will 
foon become fenfible of. ’Tis true, as has been faid, FF 
that when a Gentleman accepts of a new Office, he is fe 
tent back to his Country to be rechofen, and it is like- 
wie true that fuch Gentlemen are often rechofen ; buts 
~ Ro fot we know that fuch Gentlemen go back to their 

Country with double Credit: Such a Man has not ouly 
- the Intereft he formerly had, but is now got into ai 

Oince, he is now looked on as the Favourite of the Mi- 
«< nifter, ome he promifes to provide in Places, others he 
is to fave from Pains and Penalties ; and thus, by the 


laces he gets for fome, and the Fears he re’ieves 0- 
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ought not we, Sir, to provide a Remedy againft this 
fort of Corruption, as well as that which 1s properly 
called Bribery? 

‘“ Now, Sir, as to the Neceflity there is for fome fuch 
Bill as what is now propofed, the Cafe of an honou- 
rable Gentleman, who had Virtue enough to withftand 
the Menaces of a Court ; and the Cafe of a noble Lord, 
who always behaved with great Honour ia this Houfe, 
have been made ufe of to fhew that there is no Neceflity 
for fuch a Bill ; but are one or two Inftances to be made 
ufe of as an Argument in an Affair where Hundreds 
might be brought upon the other fide of the Queftion ? 
‘The Inftances of the other Side are indeed kept much 
more fecret, it is not eafy to difcover the Motives of 
Men’s Actions ; but I am conyinced there is nota Gen- 
tleman in this Houfe, who doubts but that many fuch 
Inftances have happen’d; and the Cafe of the honoura- 
ble Gentleman, which is now made publick, is a con- 
viucing Proot of the Danger of having a great Number 
of Gentlemen in this Houfe, who have profitable Im- 
ployments depending entirely upon the Pleafure of the 
Crown, and confequently, upon the Pleafure of the Fa- 
vourite Minifter. 

‘* It is certain, Sir, the Circumftances of this Country 


‘ are much altered from what they were. Formerly the 


Crown had fo few Places or Imployments to give, that 
it thofe who were in Poffeffion of them had all been in 
| arliament, they could not have endangered our Confti- 
tution; but now the Servants of the Crown have mul- 
tiplied fo much, what by new Taxes, and by fplitting 
of Offices, that the moft fatal Confequence 1s to be 
feared from them; efpecially now that a Seat in Par- 
liament begins to te thought almoft. neceflary to qua- 
lity a Man for a Poft or Imployment: Ina little “Lime 
this Houfe may be filled with the Servants of the Crow Ny 
tho’ by our Conftitution we ought to be Servants of 
our Country : We are not to talk of what is the Cafe 


‘at prefent, or of the Gentlemen who have now the 
‘ Honour to be Members of this Houfe, as well as Ser- 


vants of the Crown; they may, perhaps, be independent 


‘ of the Crown, they may aét with abfolute Freedom tn 
‘ this Houfe: but it is certain, that he muft have more 


r: 3) ab o ur 2 
than common Virtue, who will forfeit a lucrative Poft 


or Imployment, rather than fubmit fometimes to the Di- 
: +s rections 
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« yeGtions of a Prime Minifter, even as to his Way of 
«< yoting in this Houfe; and therefore it 1s certain that, 
<¢ ynlefs fome fuch Bill as this be pafled, the Majority 
<< of this Houfe may come to be compofed of Servants of 
«< the Crown, who have not fo much Virtue as they who 
<< are now Members of this Houfe. I hope it will be a. 
«¢ greed, that it would then be too late to think of an 
<< fuch Bill as the prefent ; for God-fake then, Sir, let us 
<< provide for the Safety of our Country, while it is in 
<< our Power: If we do not do it now, we may foon be 
<¢ involved in Ruin without any Hopes of Redemption ; 
« for the preventing of which, I think this Bill abfo- 
«« lutely neceffary, and therefore I am moft heartily for 
e¢ the Queftion.” 

After him T 5 C ck fpeke againft the Com- 
mitment, and then the Quejiion was put, and carried in the 
Negative 230 again? 191. 





Extract from the CRAFTSMAN. 


The Conftitutisnal Independency of all the Parts of the 
Legiflature. 


/ R. 1D’ Anvers’s laft Craftfman is @ Sequel to his for- 

mer: Jn this laff Paper he undertakes ‘0 fhew, that 
Oppretiion which comes upon us from a Corrupt Parlia- 
ment, is @ much more grievous Scrt of Oppreffion than 
any that can probably arife from an Wilegal Exertion of 
the Prerogative. 

To illuttrate this, (fays Mr. D’ An-ers ) it will be necef- 
fary to confider the real Difference between opprelfive Laws, 
and an opprefjive Exertion of Prerogat:ve ; ‘trom whence 
t¢ will appear how much more important it is to the 
Liberties of the People, that a Houfe of Commens fhould 
be independent of the Crewn, than that the Crewn fhould 
even be rettrained from an illegal Exerci(e of Prerogu tive. 
ihis Enquiry becomes the more neceffary. as it will e- 


viace both the Folly and Proftitution of Thcfe, who may 
be hired to jufti! 


y ‘egal Slavery, by referring the | eople 
thofe Princes, in which / aw was difre- 
and Prerogative carried to exceffive Heights, fince 
it is clear to Demonftration. that the Oppreffions ari fing 
trom thence are infinite more than Thofe, which have re- 
ceived the Sanction of the whele Legiflature. 
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It does not fo much require an Appeal to Hiftory, as 
to common Senfe, for a Proof of this Truth; that the 
fame Species of Oppreffion, under the different A ppea- 
ances of Prerogative and Law, will have very diferent, 
if not quite contrary Effects; and that eniorcing Obedi- 
ence to Prerogative, againit Lew, willbe attended with 
Difcontent, Fealou/y, perhaps Refifance ; whereas Laws, 
which the People fondly imagine are the unbiafs’d Re- 
fult of the Judgment of Yhoe, who reprefent Them, 
will be chearfully obey’d; although the only Meafure of 
Obedience be an implicit Deterence to their Reprefenta- 
tives, . 

And fo far hath this Submiffion to Parliamentary Autho- 
vity been carried by the People, that they never dream of 
Oppofition to it, ’till Steps, the moft apparently deftruc- 
tive to Liderty, are taken and fteadily purfued, and con- 
fequently, till the Remedy becomes almoft as burthenfome 
as the Di/ea/e. 

The L fed of this implicit Deference to oppreffive Laws 
is not fo eafily avoided, as the Caufe of it may be account- 
ed for. 

The Fundamentals of our Confitution feem to be per- 
ieCily underitood by the Generality, and agreed to by the 
whole Body of the People; but the Prerogative of the Crow 
is not fo well afcertained ; or, which is in Effect the fame 
Thing, not fo generally agreed upon. 

In our Government, the People have a diftinét Share, 
by a Nomination of one Part of the Legiflature, the Con- 
currence of which is indifpenfably neceflary to the formirg 
‘hofe Laws, which are allowed to be the Mea/ure of their 
Obedience; or, to {peak plainer yet, the Laws of the Land; 

id therefore, while the Aetheri¢y, to which their Submif- 
:0n is required, appears to be agreeable to the Con/fitu- 
on, and to have all the Reguiftes to conftitute what 1s ad« 
mitted to be the Law of the Lend, They pay all imagi- 
iable Regard to it. 

And, as the Bufinefs of the Pecple’s Reprefentatives is 
wholly that of confulting the Real intereft of ‘Thofe, who 
eputed Them to act in this important Truit, the People, 
ither y holly decline an Enquiry into the RKeafons of many 
aws; or if, upon Examination, it fhould be diiticult to 
difcern the Advantages intended them by any_ particular 
Law, They reft fatisfy’d with the Affurance, thata Houfe 
of Commons would haye too much Regard for the Intereit 
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dnd Happinefs of their Coafituenis, to give a Sanction to 
any Scheme of Opprefficn, by converting it into Law, fy 
Thus Projes, big with Calamity, may, from an implicit 73 
Reverence for Parliamentary Authority, by Degrees, be efta- 
blithed ; and while the Exd, propofed by thefe defrudtive 
(‘ndertakings, is the Lofs of the People’s Liberties, the 
Means, to which They would at length have Recourfe, 
in order to fave them, are rendered utterly impractica- 
ble. 

But the i//ecal Exercife of Prerogative will be found 
much more ditticult, becaufe attended with none of thefe 
favourabl: Circumftances ; and, if it has the Deftruction of 
any fundamental Part of the Confitution in View, it will 
te fo far from being effeem’d a Proof that the People’s Li- | 
erties are loft, that it will rather give a fair Occafion to 
deiend and preferve them ; fo that, every Attempt to 
diftrefs, by extending t47s Power beyond its legal Bounds, 
will have a new Difficulty to ftruggle with ; whereas 
That, which has the Sanction of Law for its Support, 
though it be infinitely more oppreflive, would command 
ready Submiffion. 

Thofe of the moft inferior Underftandings can difcover 
the Difference between a Proclamation, and an Ad of Par- 
frament ; and, if the Authority of the former fhould re- 
quire that Submiffion, which is only due to the /arter, will 
not only conclude it a Violation of the Conffitution, and 
therelore be fuihciently alarmed with fuch an Attempt to 
‘event the oppreflive Eite@s of it; but will likewife fee 
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it is calculated to render the People’s Shere in the Le- 
‘ure witirely effectual, and to erect Arbitrary Power 
i the Ruins of the Confitution. 

l he Truth of thefe Obfervations are too evident to ad- 
tof Hiluttration from Example ; and an Appeal to Hi/- 
in Confirmation of the firit Principles of common 
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to have reduced Them to S/every; yet fo different are 
the Effects produced by illegally extending Prerogative, 
and putting Laws in Execution, that thofe very Oppref- 
fions imputed to his unhappy Father Char/es the Firf, 
and for which he loft his Lite, were now chearlully fub- 
mitted to, under the Appearance of Law. Nay, fo excef- 
five was the Power, under which the Peop/e acquiefced, 
and which the Par/iament then gave this Prince, that his 
bigotted Succeffor found Himfelf in Poffeffion of a Revenue, 
fuificient to attempt the Deitruction of our Liberties, 
without the farther Aid of Par/:ament. 

The Application of thefe general Obfervations feems as 
natural, as the Truth of them unavoidably forces it felt 
upon the Mind; but, that my Intention may be feen in 
one View, I will take the Freedom to reduce it under 
three Heads. 

Firf, It is to fhew, how greatly it concerns the People 
of Englznd, that no undue, or corrupt Methods thould be 
made Ute of, to influence the Jurifdiction of their Repre- 
fentatives 1n Parliament ; fiace the Sanétion, which Qp- 
preffion obtains, under the Form of Law, faps the Foun- 
dation of our Liberties ; which, in this Inftance, are ren- 
der’d fo much the more infecure from the Obedience na- 
turally due to Parliamentary Authority. 

2dly, Vhat, altho’ an arbitrary Exercife of Power, againff 
Lav, under the infamous Pretence of its being the A/ne’s 
Prerogative, may be carried fo high, as to become infup- 
portable ; and therefore, to be avoided, as an Evil next in 
Degree to legal Tyranny ; yet, the leaft Advance of this 
Power beyond its due Bounds, is in the Teeth of the Coa- 


Aitution ; and is, therefore, an open Attack upon the Peo- 


%/ 


ple’s Liberties ; which hath generally been received by 
[hem with a becoming Warmth ; and which evinces the 
Truth of what hath been already faid, of bow much greater 
Confequence it is to the Liberties of the jeople, that @ 
Houfe of Commons fhould be independent of the Crown, 
than that the Crown fhould be even refrained from an il- 

legal Ex. rcife of Prerogative. 
3d/y, As the Hiftory of former Ages bear ample Tefti- 
mony of tae many feandalous Means, by which Parlia- 
ments have been corrupted, and the more fcandaious Pur- 
poles, to which They have been proftituted, it may, from 
T 2 thence 
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thence be concluded, that it is poffible, at leaft in fome 
fature Age, the enflaving Projects of a rapacious Prime Mi- 
arker may make it necefary for Him to corrupt a Parlia- 
ment, aad thereby attempt the Deftruction ot the Confi- 
tution, in order to protect himfelf from that Vengeance, for 
which his Crimes had long cry’d aloud. 

If this melancholy Scene fhould, in any A fter-Age, be 
exhibited to View, and any /irre/ing, in Defence of fuch 
a State-Impofer, thould then taunt the People with fuch. 
Sounds as Thefe ; That the Laws of the Land were of 
their own making ; thet while Thofe were obferved, the 
Conttitution conv/d act be in Danger; that every Step of 
the Minilter’s Condu# had received the Sanéfion of the 
whole Legiflature, either by @ formal Apprcbation of it, 
or more formal Law ; that He had always laid himfelf open 
to Fufpice, and bad found no Law to exempt his Condué 
trom the fovereft Cenfare ; and fhould from thence take O¢- 
cafion to infult the People (whofe Liberties were loft by 
the Corruption of their Repre/entatives) with Conclufions, 
that they revil’d a Minifer, who had no Blemith, and 
who was wholly devoted to the Service of his Coun- 
<< try. If This, I fay, fhould ever happen to be the 
ate of Englan’, aad fo wretched a Defence fhould be 
thought expedient to juftify the Conduct of fuch a Mini- 
fer ; the Anfwer is too obvious, and indeed, too tender 
to be mentioned ; fince it would only prove, that the 
Share ia the Legiflature, which our Anceffors: had with 
equal Wifdom and Bravery handed down to us, and which 
We, influenced by fo great an Example, had carefully 
tranfmitted to our Pofterity, to fecure Them from the 
Wiolences of a Tyrannical Prince, or an all-corrupt Prime 

Mintfer, had se ferv’d to betray the People into rheir 
flands; and to deftroy their Liberties, by thofe Means 

which were intended to preferve them. 

_¥rom the Whole it may be affirmed, confiftent with 

[ruth and the utmoft Decency, That the Hand, which 

adminifers the People’s Deffru@ion, is not the lighter, 

but the beavier by being Parliamentary ; and that an inde- 
pendent, uncorrupt Parliament, js effential to the Prefer- 
wation of the Conftitution, and the “Liberties of the Peo- 
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Extract from FoG’s-JOURNAL. 


R. Fog begins his laft Fovrnal, by obferving, that 

whenever a Prince has aimed at Defpotick Power, 
it has put him upon the meaneft Artifices, made him lofe 
the Eitteem of bis People, and become a Slave to fuch of his 
Minifeers as promife to gratify his filly Ambition. 

It was this impolitick Detire (fays Mr. Fog) of extending 
the Regal Power beyond the Bounds of Law, that in King 
¥obn's Lime brought on all the Troubles of his Reign, and 
put the Dauphin ot Fraace in Pofleflion of great part of his 
Kingdom, and it was owing to the Juftice and true Polic 
of the Earl of Pembroke, that the Crown was prefery’d in 
the ancient Family ; the Kingdom deliver’d from the French, 
and reftor’d to ‘T’ranguility, which it eajoy’d, while the 
Maxims of that Loyal Subject and true Patriot were pur- 
fued : He had his Matter’s Intereft and Honour at Heart, 
and effectually purfued both, in advifing him to keep his 
Word with his Subjects, which he look’d upon more to 
his Advantage, than to extend the Prerogatives of his 
Crown. ‘This Nobleman had a very hard Game to play, 
but his Probity and Juftice got the better of all Difficulties, 
and he left the King his Pupil in quiet Poffeffion of a King- 
dom, which he cou’d hardly expect at his Acceffion to the 
Crown ; agreat Number of the Barons being leagued againft 
him, and his Rival being the Son of a powerful Prince, 
able not only to fupport him in the Poffeflion of what was 
already brought under his Obedience, but to enable him to 
make greater Acquifitions. 

The Character given of Henry IITd is, that he was ine 
fitiably cowetous, a Vice more intamous in a Sovereign than 
in any other ; he was, to a degree, humourfome and fickle, 
inclin’d to tyrannize over and opprefs his Subjects ; where- 
fore, it is nothing wonderful that he was fufceptible of the 
worft Principles, and that his Favourite De Burgh eafily 
effaced thofe Maxims of Honour and Juftice, which the 
good Earl Pembroke had endeavoured to inftill. De Burgh 
knew and flattered the King’s Weaknefs, this was grafp- 
ing at defpotick Power, which, no doubt, and Hiftory fays, 
this Minifter promifed to acquire for him. Nothing takes 
more with weak Princes, than the Hopes of making theme 
felyes abfolute, and there is no Bate for fuch, more com. 
monly made ufe of by rapacious Munifters; tho’ it has 
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more than once proved the Ruin of both the Favourite, 
and his Mafter. Henry, whofe Life we fhall curforily look 
oyer, began, after he had imbibed the deftructive Pria. 
ciples of De Burgh, to fqueeze Money from the People 
under frivolous Pretences ; and by revoking the Charters 
of King ¥obz, tho’ he had folemnly, himfelf, fworn to 
maintain them. A Conduct focontrary to common Honef- 
ty, loft him very much in the Efteem of his People, alie. 
wated the Hearts of the Nobility, and was productive ofa 
Confederacy headed by his own Brother: thefe notable 
Exploits were by the Advice of his Prime Miunifter, for 
which he was rewarded with the Title of Earl of Ket. The 
Ambition of this Minifter caufed his Mafter to flip the 
Opportunity of recovering the Dominions which his Fa- 
ther’s Negligence had loft in France ; for to ufe the exprefg 
Words ot Rapin, 
«¢ This Prince fuffered himfelf to be led blindfold by his\ 
«© Muinitters, who abufed the Eafinefs of his Temper, and 
*< the Weaknefs of his Capacity, to make their own For- 
<< tunes, without the leaft Regard to the Intereft of their 
*< Matter.” ‘Thus the Thirft of Power made him a Depen- 
dant ; and the Defire of being more a King than he fhou'd 
in Juftice, made him lefs a King than he ought in Honour. 
He was intoxicated with the Idea of Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, and to attain to it, liften’d to the Counfel of Men, 
who making their own Advantage of this unjuft Paffion, 
rendered him odious to his Subjects, who held him in fuch 
Contempt, that they wou'd not rely upon his Word with- 
out security ; and indeed, they had little Reafon to truft to 
his Promifes, as he had been guilty of Ferjury, with Re- 
gard co the Charters, and laugh’d at the Credulity of fuch 
as thought him incapable of falfifying his Word once given ; 


but this Meannefs was not the only one the Advice of his 


Favourites had made him guilty of, for by a low Stratagem 
ol Hugh ae B 


urgh, he poorly trick’d feveral of the Nobili- 
ty, and condefcended to a Chicane, which an honeft Tradef- 
man would bluth to be tax’d with ; : 
it would contribute to he accomplithing his Wifhes, and 
enable him to make his Will the Rule ot his Government ; 
and with what Lenity he would have treated his Subjects, 
may be gather'’d from his violently feizing on the Eftate of, 
and banithing the Earl of Pembroke, Son to the very Man, 
who fet, and eitablith'd the Crown upon his Head ; but 
what 
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what Obligations can bind a Prince, daily inftigated by 
wicked, ambitious and felf-interefted Minifters? After the 
Difgrace of Hugh de Burgh, Peter de Rupibus, who fuc- 
ceeded to the King’s Favour, topreferve that, and his own 
Power, ftruck boldly at the Liberties of the People, advifed 
him to fend for a Number of Foreigners, who were put 
into Places of Truft, marry’d to the King’s Wards, to the 
Prejudice of the Fng/ifh, and were thus engrafted into the 
Families of the Nobility. He prefentedto him, ‘* That 
‘“ among the Barons, there were feveral, who were not in 
‘¢ Reality zealous for his Service, their only View being to 
‘< make themfelves independent, and that it was abfolutel 
‘* neceffary to fall upon fome Method to check their Pre. 
*« fumption ; but while they, by their eminent and advan-. 
“‘ tageous Employments, were in fome Meafure Mafters 
«“ of the Kingdom ; while they enjoy’d Pofts, which might 
*¢ encourage their farther Infolence, the Succefs of fuch an 
‘ Enterprize wou’d be next toimpoffible: It was therefore 
‘“« neceflary- gradually to abate their Power, by transferring 
‘ their Employments and Commands to Strangers, who 
‘‘ might be introduced into the Kingdom, and be a Re- 
‘“« fource for him in Cafe of Neceflity: ‘That fuch Em- 
‘¢ ployments which procure the greateft Intereft, and give 
‘“‘ the greateft Authority among the People, being entrufted 
*« inthe Hands of Men,who for both their own Intereft, and 
“ from a Principle of Gratitude, wou’d be devoted to him, 
‘< it wou’d be vain for the Barons to endeavour at main- 
‘* taining their pretended Privileges.” “This Counfel was 
approv’d and follow’d, and Hezry, being ftrengthen’d by the 
Arrival of 2000 Portucins, openly prepared to make War 
upon fuch of the Nobility, as reprefented to him the dange- 
rous Confequence of fo unjuftifiable a Procedure. He 
wafted their Eftates, deftroyed their Parks, plundered their 
Houfes of the Furniture, and divided the Spoil among his 
Foreigners. Thefe Acts of arbitrary Power forc’d the 
Karl ot Pembroke to have Recourfe to Arms, and this con- 
vinced the King of the lofs of his People’s Affections, as 
he had the Mortification to be refufed their Aid againft a 
Subjegt, for whom he, with his Foreigners, were not a 
Match, but he was taken off by the blackeft Treachery of 
the Minifter. His own Difgrace foon followed, and may 
be a Leffon to all wicked Favourites ; for, no doubt, Peter 
de Rupibus, Bithop of /Vinchefler, who had an entire Af- 
cendant over his Matter, who had furrounded him with 
Creatures 

































140 The BEE: Or, No. 83; 


Creatures abfolutely dependant on himfelf, and who had 
fill’d all Pofts of Honour and Truft with mean Wretches 
of the fame Character, who had an Army of Strangers, 
his own Countrymen ; no doubt, I fay, but this Man 
thought himfelf above the Reach of the moft powerful of 
his Enemies. Henry was indeed, in fome Meafure, torn 
out of the Hands of his pernicious Minifters, but foon re. 
laps’d into his former Imprudence, reftor’d fome of them 
fo Favour, and, by their Advice, was again guilty of a Bafe. 
nefs unbecoming the meaneft Subjects, and would a fecond 
‘Time, by a Plea of Nonage, annul his own Act. This the 
Parliament heard with fo great Indignation, that they re- 
fufed their Confent, and an Action fo much below the Dig. 
nity of a Crown’d Head, not only inhanc’d the publick 
Contempt, but laid him open to the Infults of Foreiga 
Princes ; he was obliged to conclude a fhameful Treaty 
with the King of Scots, who haughtily made a Demand of 
Northumberland, and to buy off his Pretenfions with a 
yearly Revenue. 

Alter this inglorious Treaty he fervilely fawn’d upon 
his Parliament, acknowledg’d his Indifcretions : threw the 
Blame upon his felf-interefled Minifters ; promis’d an A- 
mendment of his Conduct for the future, and fubmiffively 
begg’d a Supply proportion’d to his Neceffities : but his 
Parliament could repofe no Confidence in his Words, and 
he had the Mortification ofan haughty Refufal. They re- 
minded him of the many Aids they had granted, without 
having received any reciprocal Mark of his Affection, and 
that, inftead of applying the great Sums he had exacted 
from the People to the Confervation of his Dominions, 
he had {qQuander'’d them away upon Strangers. But, note 
withitanding this Refolute Denial, they were induced to 
give a Supply, on certain Conditions and Reftrictions, which 
he had no Regard to, for he laid his Hands on the Mo- 
hey raisd, and gave it among his Foreign Favourites, 
whom he ftill continued in his Councils, tho’ the firft Con- 
dition on which he obtain’d this Aid, was the turning them 
out. In this Manner did this weak Prince, on all Occafi- 
ons, opprefs his Subjects, when in his Power: And when 
the C rcumftances of his Affairs, and the Rapacioufnefs of 
his Minions, had exhaufted his Treafury, no one made 
peers Compliances, even beneath the Dignity of a pri 
vate Nobleman, much more of a Sovereign Prince, who 

aim’d 





